the reverend Geoffrey harding

Geoffrey Harding, a parish priest who, having suffered work related stress during the early years of his ministry nevertheless became a chaplain in 1943. On 6th June 1944, Geoffrey, age 35, travelled to Normandy with an RAF Mobile Radar Unit. They were due to land on Omaha Beach at 1100hrs, but due to continued intense fighting were landed much later on. They descended some distance from the beach, with water up to the shoulders of some service men. Their possessions, including Geoffrey's prayer book and communion kit, even though wrapped in waterproof coverings, were lost in the process.

Geoffrey's citation for the MC he was awarded after the war recalls that for 36 hours he traversed the beach tending to the wounded and dying and burying the dead. He went, under fire, into the enemy held village at nightfall on 6th June, to request water for wounded troops. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]He was the first RAF chaplain into Normandy, the first to land on D-Day, though Stanley Betts also landed in France that day. Geoffrey left the RAF after the war, and developed a Healing Centre in Dorset, and then worked for the Archbishop of Canterbury in the area of spiritual healing and mental health. 

